
1. General Information

Course Subject ECON

Course Number 2275

Course Title The Political Economy of Law and Public Policy

Academic Years 2024-2025

Grading Method Letter

2. Instructors

Dr YUEN, Wing Han Vera
Office: Room 820 8/F K.K. Leung Building
Email: yuenvera@hku.hk
Office: 3917 1287
Subclasses: 2A

4. Course Description

Course
Description

The course provides a theoretical and empirical understanding the political economy of
law and public policy making, examines how law and regulation affects with policy
outcomes, and familiarizes students with economic concepts and tools useful for analyzing
policy issues. Topic covered include, public goods, externalities, monopolies, regulation,
rent seeking, law and economics, law enforcement, legal systems and public bureaucracy.

Prerequisites Students should have studied introductory microeconomics (i.e. ECON1210 Introductory
Microeconomics). Students who want to waive the prerequisite may contact Dr. Vera Yuen
to discuss.

Free Elective Yes

5. Course Objectives

1. To provide a theoretical and empirical understanding of the political economy of law and public policy;

2. To study in depth the concepts of public goods, externalities, monopolies, regulation, rent seeking, law
enforcement, law and economics, public bureaucracy, and political business cycles to gain a good
understanding political economic analysis;

3. To familiarize students with the applications of political economic analysis to analyze important policy
issues.

6. Faculty Learning Goals

Goal 1: Acquisition and internalization of knowledge of the programme discipline

Goal 2: Application and integration of knowledge

Goal 3: Inculcating professionalism

Goal 4: Developing global outlook



6. Faculty Learning Goals

Goal 5: Mastering communication skills

Goal 6: Cultivating leadership

7. Course Learning Outcomes

Course Teaching and Learning Activities
Aligned Faculty Learning Goals

1 2 3 4 5 6

CLO1. Enhance theoretical and empirical understanding of the
application of political economic analysis to public policy issues.

CLO2. Learn to apply economic concepts to the study of politics as a
form of non-market behavior;

CLO3. Develop the critical ability to analyze the differences between the
political economic approach to public policy with a purely economic
approach;

CLO4. Develop analytical thinking through analyzing the intended and
unintended effects of public policy choices on policy outcomes using
rigorous analytical tools.

8. Course Teaching and Learning Activities

Course Teaching and Learning Activities # Expected
Study Hours

Study Load
(% of study)

T&L1. Lecture
Instructor will give lectures on major concepts and issues.  

36 30

T&L2. Discussion
Instructor will organize classroom discussions 

48 40

T&L3. Consultation
Instructor holds weekly consultation hours to answer students’ questions
and through an e-learning platform Moodle. 

36 30

Total: 120 Total: 100

9. Assessment Methods

Assessment
Methods

Description Weight % Aligned Course
Learning Outcomes

A1. Written
Paper

Expository essay of 1500 words 50% 1,2,3,4

A2. Final Exam A two-hour written final exam 50% 1,2,3,4

10. Course Grade Descriptors

A+,A,A- Show superior grasp of all aspects of the course and demonstrate strong evidence of
original thinking and evidence of extensive knowledge base in the subject area.

B+,B,B- Show reasonable grasp of the key aspects of the course and demonstrate good evidence of
original thinking and evidence of reasonable knowledge base in the subject area.

C+,C,C- Show acceptable coverage of most aspects of the course, and demonstrate some evidence



10. Course Grade Descriptors

of original thinking and evidence of acceptable knowledge base in the subject area.

D+,D Show marginal coverage of some aspects of the course, and demonstrate marginal
evidence of original thinking and evidence of marginal knowledge base in the subject area.

F Failure to identify and address any main theme and issue. No critical engagement with any
issue, little mentioning and application of relevant concepts and theories, and with
inaccuracies when doing so. Demonstrates a lack of understanding of existing arguments
relevant to the topic.



12. Required/Recommended Readings & Online Materials

Reading



12. Required/Recommended Readings & Online Materials



12. Required/Recommended Readings & Online Materials



12. Required/Recommended Readings & Online Materials

13. Means / Processes for Student feedback on Course

Conducting mid-term survey in additional to SETL around the end of the semester

Online response via Moodle site

Others



14. Course Policy


