
1. General Information

Course Subject ECON

Course Number 2273

Course Title Economic History of China

Academic Years 2024-2025

Grading Method Letter

2. Instructors

Professor Ma,Chicheng
Office: Room 932 /F K.K. Leung Building
Email: macc@hku.hk
Office: 28591059
Subclasses: 1A

4. Course Description

Course
Description

The course examines Chinese economic development from a comparative historical
perspective. Particular attention will be paid to the deep roots of China’s missing
industrialisation in the Ming-Qing period and the economic rise thereafter. To this end, the
course will compare China to the West in culture, institutions, human capital, and other
fundamental forces of development, and will employ historical data and econometrics to
examine the economic impacts of these forces. In addition to broadening students’
intellectual horizons in comparative economic history, the course also cultivates students’
senses and skills of quantitative history studies and the pertaining effective
communications.

Prerequisites ECON1210: Introductory Microeconomics

Free Elective Yes

6. Faculty Learning Goals

Goal 1: Acquisition and internalization of knowledge of the programme discipline

Goal 2: Application and integration of knowledge

Goal 3: Inculcating professionalism

Goal 4: Developing global outlook

Goal 5: Mastering communication skills

Goal 6: Cultivating leadership

7. Course Learning Outcomes

Kelvin Tang
Stamp



7. Course Learning Outcomes

Course Teaching and Learning Activities
Aligned Faculty Learning Goals

1 2 3 4 5 6

CLO1. Knowledge of China’s economic history in a comparative
perspective

CLO2. Application of economic approach to understand the important
issues in China’s long-term development

CLO3. Ability to complete independent studies and communicate
through written texts in a coherent fashion

CLO4. Skills of effective communication and discussion in class

CLO5. Skills of presenting academic works and responding to questions

8. Course Teaching and Learning Activities

Course Teaching and Learning Activities # Expected
Study Hours

Study Load
(% of study)

T&L1. Lecture with class discussion 36 30

T&L2. Pre-class reading and self-study 36 30

T&L3. Assignments, term paper and presentation 36 30

T&L4. Consultation 12 10

Total: 120 Total: 100

9. Assessment Methods

Assessment
Methods

Description Weight % Aligned Course
Learning Outcomes

A1. Class
Participation

Attendance and in-class discussion led by the
instructor

20% 1,2,3,4

A2. Assignments Submission of two study notes. 20% 1,2,3,4

A3. Presentation
of review

reports

Present an assigned article and lead discussion in
class(group work)

20% 1,2,3,4,5

A4. Term project
and

presentation

Group research project; submission of a short essay
and present it in class.

40% 1,2,3,4,5

10. Course Grade Descriptors

A+,A,A- Excellent. Strong evidence of superb ability to fulfill the intended learning outcomes of the
course at all levels of learning: describe, apply, evaluate, synthesis, presentation and
communication.

B+,B,B- Good. Strong evidence of the ability to fulfill the intended learning outcomes of the course
at all levels of learning: describe, apply, evaluate, synthesis, presentation and
communication.

C+,C,C- Pass. Evidence of adequate ability to fulfill the intended learning outcomes of the course at



10. Course Grade Descriptors

low levels of learning such as describe and apply but not at high levels of learning such as
evaluate, synthesis, and presentation.

D+,D Poorly Pass. Evidence of basic familiarity with the subject.

F Fail. Little evidence of basic familiarity with the subject.

11. Course Content and Tentative Teaching Schedule

Topic/
Session

Date Content

1 The Needham Puzzle 1.1 The Great Divergence between China and the West1.2
Deep reasons behind the Divergence1.3 Overview of the topics in this course

2 Confucianism 2.1 Culture, religion, and development2.2 Protestantism and the
rise of Europe2.3 Economics of Confucianism in China

3 The Imperial Examinations 
3.1 The intellectual origin of European growth
3.2 The ‘ladder of success’ in imperial China
3.3 Literati and the allocation of talent

4 Autarky
4.1 Atlantic trade and the rise of Europe
4.2 The autarkic principle in late imperial China
4.3 Columbian Exchange and China

5 Guest Lecture:Big data and its application in economic history studies

6 Modernisation 
5.1 The economic impacts of the Treaty Ports
5.2 Western influence: Christianity, knowledge, and institutions
5.3 Self-strengthening: Chinese responses to the West

7 The Long Shadow of History 
6.1 The paradox of the long-term persistence
6.2 The economic legacy of Confucianism
6.3 Long live Keju: the persistence of human capital

Student Presentations of Term Projects



12. Required/Recommended Readings & Online Materials

Reading



12. Required/Recommended Readings & Online Materials

13. Means / Processes for Student feedback on Course

Conducting mid-term survey in additional to SETL around the end of the semester

Online response via Moodle site

Others



14. Course Policy


